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Itôs a matter of stick time. 
As most of you know, I have been learning how to fly helicopters. Dave Reed sug-
gested that the best way to learn is to spend 15 minutes a day on the simulator so 
that it is not one week between attempts at flying. I have taken up his advice. And 
when I am in town, I try to get a little stick time each day. It has really made a differ-
ence. Indoor flying has been a lot more fun. And outdoor flying is less threatening 
with a small helicopter. 

I got started on helicopters when my wife got me a Blade CP for Fatherôs day last year. I struggled 
with the CP, discovering how important my left hand was. Then I bought a T-Rex 450, which made 
flying a little easier. So I spent time focusing on hovering and short maneuvers. Once I added the 
simulator time to my practice, I found that indoors not only could I fly my T-Rex, but I can now also fly 
the CP. 

Today at Maloof, I discovered how much extra lift I get once I am off the ground away from ground ef-
fects. A little breeze a Maloof will lift the NM Air Runner, allowing me to decrease the amount of col-
lective needed to fly. It was a real eye opener at first. A little more stick time will make it just another 
part of flying. 

I am looking forward to the Dave and Mark helicopter training session in November to advance even 
more. 

I also played with flat spins in airplanes on the simulator. At Maloof I discovered I can almost execute 
flat spins with my Ultra Stick. I am surprised each time I get it into a flat spin, let off the gas, and dis-
cover that I can actually recover from the maneuver. I look forward to seeing what other things I can 
find on my simulator that I may eventually be able to take to the field. 

Congratulations to Mark Johnston! He is now our new AMA representative for District VIII. I know he 
will represent us and the other New Mexico and El Paso clubs well. He has always been an enthu-
siastic supporter of all forms on RC. Way to go Mark! 

See you at the field! 

Helicopter Training Nov. 10(4-9pm)  Albuquerque Training Center  2601 Wyo-

ming NE, #119 ð- Heli setup class  -  bring your heli(s) and Nov. 11ð Mesa del Sol soccer field 
(9am-5pm?)  Buddy box flying - Try those maneuvers you can do on the sim but not on the real bird 
yet.  If you think you might be attending please email me David Reed at dreed129@comcastor   
or Mark Johnston at spitfireace@earthlink.net                                                   




